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Abstract

This paper describes the development and evaluation of a new instrument — the Clinician
Suicide Risk Assessment Checklist (CSRAC). The instrument assesses the clinician’s
competency in three areas: clinical interviewing, assessment of specific suicide risk
factors, and formulating a management plan. A draft checklist was constructed by
integrating information from 1) literature review 2) expert clinician focus group and 3)
consultation with experts. It was utilised in a simulated clinical scenario with clinician
trainees and a trained actor in order to test for inter-rater agreement. Agreement was
calculated and the checklist was re-drafted with the aim of maximising agreement. A
second phase of simulated clinical scenarios was then conducted and inter-rater
agreement was calculated for the revised checklist. In the first phase of the study, 18 of
35 items had inadequate inter-rater agreement (60%>), while in the second phase, using
the revised version, only 3 of 39 items failed to achieve adequate inter-rater agreement.
Further evidence of reliability and validity are required. Continued development of the
CSRAC will be necessary before it can be utilised to assess the effectiveness of risk
assessment training programs.
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