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ABSTRACT

The aims of this study were to examine the utility of various self-report instruments
related to family functioning in families where a parent has a psychotic disorder, and to
explore associations between these instruments and symptoms in the parent.  Twenty-one
parents with a psychotic disorders participated in the study. All participants were able to
complete the questionnaires and the majority of parents reported levels of parental
competence in the average range.  Most parents (90%) perceived themselves to be
effective parents, however 30% reported low levels of satisfaction with the parenting
role.  There were significant associations between objective measures of negative
symptoms and self-report scores related to problems in ways of coping, and problems
with parent-child interactions.  Many individuals with psychosis were able to report
areas of perceived need related to their role as parents and to the functioning of their
families, however there are several limitations in the use of these instruments in this
setting.


